Introduction

Hexachlorocyclohexane (HCH) is an organochlorine insecticide that is available in two formulations: technical
HCH which is dominated by the c•-HCH and ¾-HCH with traces of the [•-, b-, and •-HCH
, and lindane (> 90% ¾-HCH). Because of its low cost and high effectiveness, HCH was one of the most widely used insecticides in the world. Technical HCH usage began in 1943 , and the total global consumption was estimated to be as high as 6.0 million tonnes [Huang, 1989] relatively unchanged. Thus, soils and surface waters containing HCH will be a diffuse, non-point source to the atmosphere that will likely maintain detectable atmospheric concentrations for some time in the future.
